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Dear

“And he spake many things unto them in parables, saying, Behold, a sower went
forth to sow; And when he sowed, some seeds fell by the way side, and the fowls came
and devoured them up: Some fell upon stony places, where they had not much earth:
and forthwith they sprung up, because they had no deepness of earth: And when the
sun was up, they were scorched; and because they had no root, they withered away.
And some fellamong thorns; and the thorns sprung up, and choked them: But other fell
into good ground, and brought forth fruit, some an hundredfold, some sixty-fold, some
thirty-f0|d."—Matthew13:3-9

Here is a very familiar parable Jesus told to the multitude by the sea. It was a parable
that most everyone there could relate to, as they were great agricultural people.

Sowing grainwas wellunderstood. But the story Jesustold that day had a greater mean-

ing. In fact, it was so significant that the people get the message, that in the very next
verse, He said, “Who hath earsto hear, let him hear.” —matthew13:9

Then He went on to interpret the parable He had just told everyone, so that there
would be no doubt. "Hear ye therefore the parable of the sower. When any one heareth
the word of the kingdom, and understandeth it not, then cometh the wicked one, and
catcheth away that which was sown in his heart. This is he which received seed by the
way side. But he that received the seed into stony places, the same is he that heareth
the word, and anon with joy receivethit; Yet hath he notrootin himself, butdurethfora
while: for when tribulation or persecution ariseth because of the word, by and by he is
offended. He also thatreceived seed amongthe thornsis he that heareth the word; and
the care of this world, and the deceitfulness of riches, choke the word, and he
becometh unfruitful. But he that received seed into the good ground is he that heareth
the word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an
hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty.” —Matthew13:18-23

Here is a very clear example of the seed being sown, but while the seed is willingly
broadcast, the ground it landed on had varied reactions and response. Let's get it clear
though, there was nothing wrong with the seed. It was the same quality of seed that fell
alloverthe ground.
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"All who would
bring forth fruit
as workers
together with
Christ must first
fallinto the
ground and die.
The life must be
cast into the
furrow of the

world’s need.”

—Christ’s Object Lessons,
p.86
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"The law of self-
sacrifice is the
law of self-
preservation. The
seed buried in
the ground
produces fruit,
and in turn this is
planted.

Thus the harvest
is multiplied. The
husbandman
preserves his
grain by casting
it away. ”

—Christ’s Object Lessons,
p.86
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From here Jesus merged the agricultural lesson into the spiritual. There were
degrees of reception. Some ground was hard, just as some hearts were hard and the
enemy stole that blessing away from the hearer.

Some seed fell on stony ground. It took root in the heart of the hearer, but was soon
uprooted shortly after. Some seed fell on thorny ground. It took root in the heart of the
hearer, but was soon choked out with the weeds of temptation and distraction. But it
was the seed thatfellinto the good ground, was nurtured and grew well that produced a
harvest.

Allthe seed sown died toitself, butit was only the seed that fellinto good ground that
multiplied and brought a harvest. The other seed died to itself producing nothing, but
notthe faultof the seed. ltwasthe fault of the heartsreceiving the seed.

Eve

What are some examples in the Bible that we can draw lessons from? A very unique
case was that of Eve. She was directly from the creative hand of God. She, with Adam,
were given freedom of choice. She had a divine nature, no contamination with sin at all
and daily she, with Adam, had been counselled to keep away from one treein particular,
as it would give a knowledge of good and evil. At that point, both of them only knew
good. But she had freedom of choice and in her own wisdom, she put God's wisdom on
the shelf, so to speak, and used her own wisdom to decide for herself what was good
andright. She trusted herown judgment.

Asshe approachedthe tree without Adam by herside, she was introduced to the talk-
ing serpent in that very tree, and with the words spoken by that serpent, which were
really the words of Satan using the serpent, she began to doubt the spoken word of
God.

Going against the warning of angels, she became infatuated with the unknown and
fell all too easily because of her doubt. So the question is, was she seduced into her fall,
or was it self-dependence? Did she die to self, or fraternise with fantasy? Of the exam-
ples given in the parable of the sower, she doesn't really fit, but none-the-less, she
chose the distractions and temptations that fit the parable exactly. The seed of God, or
the Spirit of God had not taken deep root in her heart and she betrayed her sacred trust
and letGod down badly.

Saul

What about Saulin his downfall that destroyed his future of being king? He would be
also of any one of the first three examples of the parable of the sower.

War was declared between Israel and the Philistines. Samuel was very clearin telling
Saul, wait until | come to offer sacrifice. Saul had other ideas. “And he tarried seven
days, according to the set time that Samuel had appointed: but Samuel came not to
Gilgal; and the people were scattered from him. And Saul said, Bring hither a burnt
offering to me, and peace offerings. And he offered the burnt offering. And it came to
pass, that as soon as he had made an end of offering the burnt offering, behold, Samuel
came; and Saul went out to meet him, that he might salute him. And Samuel said, What
hastthoudone?...” —isamuel13:8-13

Would this be a clear case of self-dependence? Well to add to that we have Saul's life a
bit later. “Then said Saul unto his servants, Seek me a woman that hath a familiar spirit,
that I may go to her, and inquire of her. And his servants said to him, Behold, there is a
woman that hath afamiliar spiritat Endor. And Saul disguised himself, and put on other
raiment, and he went, and two men with him, and they came to the woman by night:
and he said, | pray thee, divine unto me by the familiar spirit, and bring me him up,
whom shall name untothee.” —isamuel28:7,8
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Saul's life was choked with weeds and bramble, the roots were pulled out and that
seed shrivelled up. His life was a complete misery — troubled by the devil to his dying

day. "'l came down

Peter from heaven, not
Buthereisanother case! "Peter answered and said unto him, Though allmen shall be to do Mine own

offended because of thee, yet will | never be offended. Jesus said unto him, Verily | say

unto thee, That this night, before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. Peter said WI[[/ but the will

unto him, ThoughIshould die with thee, yet will Inot deny thee.” —Matthew 26:33-35

of Him that sent

From Matthew 26:69 onwards, is the experience of where Peter starts to deny even
knowing who Jesus was. In verse 75, we see that complete self-reliance, a total depend- Me." john 6:
ence on his own abilities to a dramatic change to something else. When that cock S
crowed that morning: "... Peter remembered the word of Jesus, which said unto him,

Before the cock crow, thou shalt deny me thrice. And he went out, and wept bitterly.” LOV@fOF GOd’

“It was after Peter had been led to self-renunciation and entire reliance upon divine zealfor His glOI’y,
power, that he received his call to act as an under-shepherd. Christ had said to Peter,
before his denial of Him, 'When thou art converted, strengthen thy brethren." —Luke and lovefor
22:32.

These words were significant for the change in Peter's experience from being self- fa”en hUman/ty,

reliant, to self-denial. His life before his conversion was well explained by the first exam-
ples of Jesus in the parable, but after his conversion certainly was the seed dying to self
and producing a harvestof souls.

brought Jesus to
earth to suffer

He would go on to the wide and effectual work which he was to do for those who

should come to the faith. For this work, Peter's own experience of sin and suffering and and to d[e Th[S
repentance had prepared him. Not until he had learned his weakness, could he know

the believer's need of dependence on Christ. Amid the storm of temptation he had was the

come to understand that man can walk safely only as in utter self-distrust and total reli-

ance upon the Saviour. controlling

At the last meeting of Christ with His disciples by the sea, Peter was tested by the
thrice-repeated questions, ‘Lovest thou Me?’ —iohn 21:15-17 He was restored back to his

power of His life.

place among the disciples, but now a very different person. His work was now 3 TP
appointed him; he was to feed the Lord's flock. Now, converted and accepted, he was ThIS prInCIp[e He
notonly to seek to save those without the fold, but was to be a shepherd of the sheep.” 1 ”
—Actsofthe Apostles, p.515 blds us adopt'

—Desire of Ages, p330

This is a case where the seed eventually fell in good ground and produced a harvest,
and s still producing a harvest, but oh, what a lot of cultivating had to be done by Jesus
togethimtothatpointin hislife.

Deep Roots

If we are confronted with trial and trauma, we must put our roots down deep to hold
onthroughthe ordeal. Many come to difficult situations and fall apart. Even those who
claim to carry the name of Christian, and we turn to fancies of this world to prop us up,
like extravagant hobbies, sports, even unfaithfulnessin marriage if the marriage is hav-
ing difficulties, but all too often those solutions bring relatively short-term rewards and
satisfaction. It is only in Jesus that we can endure trying circumstances with long term
peace and satisfaction.

Itis certainly not uncommon to find ourselves in difficult circumstances, even to the
point of suffering, but to work through those struggles and not to just give up to the
world around us and hold on to the promises of God, will bring that long term peace-of-
mind and a vision of a better world. It will be worth it — every time. When under severe
pressure, remember this, it will pass! Job endured everything thrown at him —and all
throughithesaid; “Though he slay me, yet will Itrustin him..."—Job13:15
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“Worry is blind,
and cannot
discern the
future; but Jesus
sees the end
from the
beginning. In
every difficulty
He has His way
prepared to
bring relief. Our
heavenly Father
has a thousand
ways to provide
for us, of which
we know

nothing.”
—Desire of Ages, p. 330

Is it possible to move from stony, dry, shallow, choked ground to rich, deep and pro-
ductive soil?

David

David got himself into some awful predicaments, even stealing another man's wife
and organising his death, but out of it all, he deeply repented and God was merciful and
held him up and carried him through.

"l will lift up mine eyes unto the hills, from whence cometh my help.
My help cometh from the LORD, which made heaven and earth.
He will not suffer thy foot to be moved: he that keepeth thee will not slumber.
Behold, he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep.
The LORD is thy keeper: the LORD is thy shade upon thy right hand.
The sun shall not smite thee by day, nor the moon by night.
The LORD shall preserve thee from all evil: he shall preserve thy soul.
The LORD shall preserve thy going out and thy coming in from this time forth, and
even for evermore.” —psalm 121

This is a beautiful Psalm of reassurance that our God will not leave us floundering on
ourown, but He willwatch overus, caring for us and bringing victory within our reach.

Submission and Reassurance

James is a very practical book, covering what many of us well understand, because
we have gone through the experiences he writes on. “"But he giveth more grace.
Wherefore he saith, God resisteth the proud, but giveth grace unto the humble.
Submit yourselves therefore to God. Resist the devil, and he will flee from you. Draw
nigh to God, and he will draw nigh to you. Cleanse your hands, ye sinners; and purify
your hearts, ye double minded. Be afflicted, and mourn, and weep: let your laughter be
turned to mourning, and your joy to heaviness. Humble yourselves in the sight of the
Lord, and he shalllift you up."”—James 4:6-10

Submission to God comes as we die to our own selfish desires and ambitions. As this
submission takes priority in our hearts and minds, a willingness to serve others
becomes tasteful. We cannot live for God without a desire to sacrifice the interests of
this life, to live His life.

For us to truly submit our wills to our Father's will, we must cast away the self-
interests and self-reliance.

Then when we do die to self, it will empower us to go through the tough times —the
crucible experiences —and with Job, we may say, "Though he slay me, yet will | trustin
him...”

Yes, there are many examples of souls moving from unproductive soil to the rich,
well-watered and cultivated soil and eventually producing a harvest. The seed of self-
ishness was planted in the soil and due to the miracles of God, produced many, many
more seeds, areal harvest.

The real problem God has, is that it is the individual heart that has to do the moving
fromdry, stony, choked soil to the rich. God won't force us, it is our choice. How many of
us are willing to put our hand up and ask God to shift us out of our comfortable lifestyle
towork forsouls.

“Then saith he unto his disciples, The harvest truly is plenteous, but the labourers are
few.” Jesusdoesn'tleaveitthere. Inthe very nextverse, He counsels, “Pray ye therefore
the Lord of the harvest, that he will send forth labourersinto his harvest.” —Matthew9:37,38

Put your roots down in good soil, plant yourself deep and draw nutrients from the
source of all life. Deny yourselves, let self die and produce arich harvest, “while it is day:
(because very soon)the night cometh, when no man can work.”—Johng:4



*When we see Jesus, a Man of Sorrows and acquainted with grief, working to save the
lost, slighted, scorned, driven from city to city till His mission was accomplished; when
we behold Him in Gethsemane, sweating great drops of blood, and on the cross dyingin
agony—when we see this, self willnolonger clamorto be recognized.

We shall rejoice to bear the cross after Jesus, to endure trial, shame, or persecution
forHissake.” —FromHeavenwith Love, p.297,298/Condensed Desire of Ages

Watch

“There is need of constant watchfulness and of earnest, loving devotion, but these
will come naturally when the soul is kept by the power of God through faith. We can do
nothing, absolutely nothing, to commend ourselves to divine favor. We must not trust
at all to ourselves or to our good works; but when as erring, sinful beings we come to
Christ, we may find restin His love.

“God will accept every one that comes to Him trusting wholly in the merits of a cruci-
fied Saviour. Love springs up in the heart. There may be no ecstasy of feeling, but there
is an abiding, peaceful trust. Every burden is light; for the yoke which Christ imposes is
easy. Duty becomes adelight, and sacrifice apleasure.

The paththat before seemed shrouded in darkness becomes bright with beams from

the Sun of Righteousness. This is walking in the light as Christ is in the light.” —Counsels for
the Church, p.49

In Conclusion

In closing, with all the counsel and teaching in regards to heaven and earth, will
everyone accept that counsel and change? No, they will not. But that doesn't mean God
will give up on us. He will still be there for us, but when they turn our backs on Him com-
pletely, He hasto turn away.

So onthat note, it would do very well that we decide to plant ourselves in fertile soil,
soaswe dodietoself, theirisaharvest of souls.

*Of the seed that fell into good ground the Saviour said, This ‘is he that heareth the
word, and understandeth it; which also beareth fruit, and bringeth forth, some an hun-
dredfold, some sixty, some thirty...That on the good ground are they, which, in an hon-
estand good heart, having heard the word, keep it, and bring forth fruit with patience’...

“He has an honest heart who yields to the conviction of the Holy Spirit. He confesses
his guilt, and feels his need of the mercy and love of God. He has a sincere desire to know
the truth, that he may obey it. The good heart is a believing heart, one that has faith in
theword of God...

“The good-ground hearer receives the word ‘not as the word of men, but as it is in
truth, the word of God.” —i Thessalonians 2:13. Only he who receives the Scriptures as the
voice of God speakingto himselfisatrue learner. He trembles at the word; forto himitis
aliving reality. He opens hisunderstanding and his heart to receive it. Such hearers were
Cornelius and his friends, who said to the apostle Peter, ‘Now therefore are we all here
present before God, to hearall things thatare commanded thee of God.’ —Acts10:33.

“A knowledge of the truth depends not so much upon strength of intellect as upon
pureness of purpose, the simplicity of an earnest, dependent faith. To those who in
humility of heart seek for divine guidance, angels of God draw near. The Holy Spirit is
given to open to them the rich treasures of the truth. The good-ground hearers, having

heard the word, keep it. Satan with all his agencies of evil is not able to catch itaway.” —
Christ'sObject Lessons, p.58,59

The whole purpose of our lives, as we come to know our Saviour, is to die to self and
fall into the hands of the good ground and the Holy Spirit will bring in a rich harvest. His

word will not return void. /6\ M
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"You are never
alone. If you will
listen to the voice
that now speaks
to you, if you will
respond without
delay to the
knocking at the
door of your
heart, ‘Come in,
Lord Jesus, that |
may sup with
Thee, and Thee
with me,’ the

heavenly Guest

will enter.”
—Adventist Home, p.350
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In Brief

Holy Spirit

Spirit-Filled
Coworkers

Helmut Haubeil

i‘/ eyt~ /7;//?'(/
cOWO RKERS

OF JESUS

Discover God's blueprint for
true success and the promises
He has given for a
meaningful, purpose-filled
life. Helmut Haubeil shares
practical, proven principles
for developing a deeper
relationship with Jesus and
becoming an effective
witness for Him. Learn
simple, natural ways to start
spiritual conversations, ask
thoughtful questions, and
confidently share your faith
with others.

This inspiring guide
introduces a practical, Spirit-
led approach to personal and
church mission, equipping
individuals, small groups, and
congregations to lead others
to Christ. Filled with biblical
encouragement and time-
tested methods, it will inspire
you to become a joyful
coworker with Jesus and
make a lasting impact for
God's kingdom.

Paperback
$7.00 +p&p

M In the Office

Here at Autumn Leaves we strive to equip people with resources to help them grow
spiritually, physically, and mentally, but also to help you to share with others in areas
you might be passionate about. We continually work with churches, groups and
individuals to help them to achieve their outreach projects.

Sometimes the office is a bustle of activity with customers, volunteers and guests
and other times it is a quiet base for planning, preparation and communication. Feel
free to reach out to us any time!

M Projects

Blue Bible Project: These Bibles are
continuing scatter around the country and
world. We have just a little of over half of
the NZ last shipment here now. These
economical Bibles with studies included
share the treasures of truth. To keep these
Bibles very economical we are aiming to
raise $50,000 to subsidise them when
purchased in bulk. Since out last update we
have raised over $6,000 toward this project.
Be in touch if you would like to get Bibles
for sharing or can help fund them for others to get out. We are also investigating
other Bible projects to scatter God’s Word more effectively through resources and
technology that hasn’t been available in the past .

Funding Progress Raised so far: $36,341.33 $13/?59 to ralst

Video Production: We are currently
releasing a series of broadcast ready video
presentations by Joshua White on the
aspects of true education - not just for
young people but for all who are in the
school of Christ. We also have plans to film
a new short outreach series in the coming
months. Each Friday we release a video to
YouTube. You can subscribe to our channel at www.youtube.com/autumnleavesnz

Building Project: We are right on track to complete this fund by year’s end. With
$5,680 raised since our last update and only $10,721 left to finish this wonderful
project, that tiny red slice on the funding bar says it all. As we updated this status,
snow was falling outside. A customer just
called in, bought a health product, and
shared a quick chat. What a blessing to
serve in a warm, dry, welcoming space.
Thanks to everyone who has contributed
to this 'light on a candlestand’ in Rangiora
— a hub for projects reaching into our local
community, and also throughout New
Zealand, and around the world.

410.720.96 0 yaise

Funding Progress Raised so far: $1,578,847.97 |
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B Events

The time is now right upon us to make the last preparations before we leave for Fiji.
We are leaving Thursday, August 13th loaded up with books as promoted in the side
column. In all, we have about 1300 NEWSTART books in both English and Fijian, plus
300 combined illness books in English, and 400 in Fijian. This book includes four of
our small health books on diabetes, weight control, cancer and heart disease. We
also have printed 300 simple recipe books in English.

We have 8o Bibles in English, and 8o Bibles in Fijian. We have also been gifted some
boxes of New Testaments in both English and Fijian from the Fijian Bible Society.

This is turning out to be a tremendous effort with about 6 doctors, 7 dentists, 6
surgeons, nurses and some optometrists. From what we understand, there are about
65 people in total coming to offer their dedication and service.

At this point, a New Zealand team will be demonstrating recipes for those waiting for
medical help. We will be taking meetings on the frontal lobe and the benefits of a
vegetarian diet separate to the cooking classes.

First off when we arrive, we will be taking four meetings in the Mokani Church north
of Suva on Sabbath August 15th. On the Monday the 17th August, everybody
attending will have arrived, there will be a staff meeting plus setting up and Tuesday
it will be full on. Christian Berdahl is expecting there could be up to 2000 people
coming through the clinic.

We just want to thank all who have contributed to fund the literature for this project.

Australian Camps — Stand Strong
Neville Camp Meeting

Date: Thursday Oct 8 — Sunday Oct 11

Venue: Neville Siding, 12 Crouch Street, Neville, NSW

Speakers: Elvis Placer, Doug Hurley

Contact: Gwen Svensson, svenssongwen@gmail.com, 0448287992
Tahlee Camp Meeting

Date: Friday Oct 23 — Sunday Oct 25
Venue: 31 Church Street, Tahlee NSW
Speakers: Doug Hurley, Shane Cowan

Contact: Shane & Christina Cowan, lakequeen_nn@hotmail.com,
Shane: 0423135143, Christina: 0417002011

Mount Tamborine Camp

Date: Thursday Oct 29 — Tuesday Nov 3rd
Venue: Mount Tamborine Conference Centre, QLD

Speakers: Elvis Placer, Stephen Richards, Doug Hurley, Geoffrey Furaha

Contact: Alan & Lizzy Entermann, entermann21@gmail.com, 0409054747
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VI TAM I N Plans are well under way for another camp/convention season in January 2027.

FOR A
CHRISTIAN IS

Brian McMahon Jeff Wehr Peter Sio

North Island Camp

January 19-24, 2027

Lakeview Bible Camp, 359 Hamurana Road, Rotorua

m S E I O_,\ The North Island camp this coming summer will be at our usual location and in
a similar format. We look forward to spending time with all who can attend!

Shop Online South Island Convention

Visit our online shop for over 1000

items. This is an easy and effective January 28-31, 2027
way to buy or donate. . . ’ .
St Silas Church 237 Main North Road, Christchurch

The South Island convention will run from Thursday through to Sabbath

Categories include: Bibles, Study
Aids, Bible Teachings, Stories,

Nature and Science, Spirit of evening/ Sunday with the above speakers. This is the weekend after the North
Prophecy, Family, Homeschooling, Island camp. Keep an eye out in the next leaflet for more confirmed details.
Children, Health, Media, Outreach,

Foreign Languages, Donations and www.autumnleaves.co.nz/events

Second Hand items.

This newsletter is also available
electronically and online.

Find us online!

www.autumnleaves.co.nz/shop

Find us on social media

Autumn Leaves Nz Ltd www.facebook.com/autumnleavesnz
| PO Box 654 www.youtube.com/autumnleavesnz
ﬁ ~Rangiora 7440

Bank accounts:

I e fIEI' New Zealand NZ 01 0877 0014329 00
28 Southbrook Road, Rangiora 7440 AUST  BSB 014 507  ACCNT 4865 93335

The Leaflet is the newsletter of office@autumnleaves.co.nz Payments & donations can also
Autumn Leaves NZ Limited, a be made via credit card.
e dlcharitabl Phone 03 313 7762 . L
gistered charitable company, . +64 3 313 7762 Donations are tax deductible in New Zealand.
with the purpose of scattering romloversess) We appreciate the contributions given which enable this
God’s message of truth like the www.autumnleaves.co.nz charity to continue to serve you and the community.

leaves of autumn.
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