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Dear

Foragood number of years now, we have read a daily devotional as we haveretired to
bed forthe evening. We find it helps the mind to rest on a spiritual theme upon laying our
heads onour pillows.

This year's devotional has been God's Amazing Grace, compiled from the writings of
EllenWhitein1973.We have enjoyed it very much and would highly recommenditto any
troubled mind trying tofind rest.

What seems to have developed into a controversial subject is that of whether or not
we can obtain perfection of characterin our lives. Many conversations have been shared
onthistopic, and there have been conversations with a bit of contention as well.

Well, the title of the devotional, as already mentioned is God's Amazing Grace. When
asked what grace is, the usual answer voiced, is 'unmerited favour.' That is true. Sin
demands death, but God extends to the sinner a gift they don't deserve — and that of
grace. Itisunmerited. Our behaviouris not becomingto a pure and holy God. Itis obnox-
ious to Him, but He extends His grace to cover oursins.

Butitdoesn'tstopthere.Thereisanotherside tothis gift, and thatis the powerto over-
come the habit of the sin committed. Our God doesn't want us to sin, for Him to extend
His grace, then we go back to the same sinagain. No! He gives us the power to overcome
the habit of sinning. It's not our power, but His power working in us. It is the infilling of
the Holy Spiritand our partto accept and embrace His presence and leading.

Aswe choose to accept the wooing and leading of the Holy Spirit, we focus on the vic-
tory in Jesus and the more we focus on Him, the more we become like Him. “Looking
unto Jesus we obtain brighter and more distinct views of God, and by beholding we
become changed. Goodness, love for our fellow men, becomes our natural instinct. We
develop a character which is the counterpart of the divine character.” - christ's Object Lessons,
p-355

Leading to Perfection

Firstly, whatis perfection? Itis living right all the time, every moment of the day —and
continuing to live that way. It is really the sanctifying experience in our lives. We learn

"Gather to your
soul the sweet
promises of God.
Jesus is our
constant,
unfailing friend,
and He wants
you to trust in
Him....

Look away from
yourself to the
perfection of
Christ.”

—That | May Know Him, p.285
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"The greatest
work that can be
done in our
world is to
glorify God by
living the
character of
Christ. God will
make perfect
only those who
will die to self.
Those who are
willing to do this
can say, 'l live;
yet not I, but
Christ liveth in

/4

me.

—Manuscript 16, 1900
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about the righteousness of God, we are sorry and repent of the sinful life, and accept His
counsel and admonition. His grace is then extended to us, we are justified by His grace.
But then we wish to maintain that right living, He will then give us the power to live His
righteousness and every day we do that it becomes a part of our character. That is really
what perfection of characteris.

Now let's turn to inspiration to remove the risk of compromise and wresting of the
topic.

The most well-known verse in the Bible in all the world, leads into this subject very
well. “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whosoever
believethin him should not perish, but have everlasting life. For God sent not his Son into
the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved.” —John
3:16,17

When God gave His Son to the world, the gift was given, and the means became avail-
able, for every man and woman to attain the standard of perfection. By exercising every
talent and using every capability of their beings to the glory of God, we can become like
Him.

In Christ, our Father gave to humanity the riches of His grace, and a knowledge of His
will. As humanity would empty themselves of self, and learn to walk in humility, leaning
on God for guidance, men would be enabled tofulfilGod's high purpose forthem.

Perfection of character is based upon that which Christ is to us. If we have constant
dependence on the merits of our Saviour, and walk in His footsteps, we shall be like Him,
pure and undefiled. But we are not left alone in this battle. Our Saviour does not require
impossibilities of any one of us. He expects nothing of His disciples that He is not willing
to give them grace and strength to perform. He would not call upon them to be perfect if
He had not at His command every perfection of grace to give to the ones upon whom He
would honourwith sohighand holy a privilege...

Life Work

Our life work is to aim for and strive to attain in our sphere of responsibility the same
perfection that Christ attained in His life while here on the earth, in every phase of His
character. Heis ourexample. Inall things we are to strive to honour Himin character...

We are to be wholly dependent on the powerthat He has promised to give us, because
we cannot attain that standard of character on our own. Jesus revealed no qualities, and
exercised no powers, that men may not have through faith in Him. His perfect humanity
is that which all His followers may possess, if they will be in subjection to God as He was.
This is such a powerful thought and one that we would do well to embrace every day of
ourlives. Thisis strong proof that perfection of characteris absolutely obtainable.

Our Saviour is a Saviour for the perfection of the whole person. He is not the God of
part of the being only. The grace of Christ works to the disciplining of the whole human
fabric. He made all. He has redeemed all. He made the mind, the strength, the body, as
well as the soul. We are partakers of the divine nature, and we are completely His pur-
chased possession in everything. We must give Him our full service with the whole mind,
heart, soul, and strength. Then the Lord will be glorified in His saints in even the com-
mon, temporal things with which they are connected. "Holiness unto the Lord” will be in
theinscription placed uponthem.

We marvel at the words that Jesus used while here on earth. He had to have wisdom
beyond human thinking to answer some of the questions posed to Him the way He did.
Spies were sent to catch Jesus at His words on one occasion, and when they returned to
the Pharisees, they simply said, “"Never man spake like thisman.” —john7:46

I have often wondered how He gave such answers, but concluded He was given them
of His Father. Butreadinginthe very same book, God's Amazing Grace, we found this pro-
found statement. “The reason never man spake as this man was that never man lived as
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He lived. Had His life been other that it was, He could not have spoken as He did. His
words bore with them a convincing power, because they came from a heart pure and
holy, full of love and sympathy, benevolence and truth.” —God's Amazing Grace, p.276

And so, if we give Him our full service with the whole mind, heart, soul and strength.
Thenwe will be able to live more like Him and find more words like Him.

Changed by Beholding

“We all, with open face beholding as in a glass the glory of the Lord, are changed into
the sameimage from glory to glory even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” —2Corinthians3:18

The work of transformation from unholiness to holiness is a continuous one. Day by
day God labours for our sanctification, and it is our responsibility to co-operate with
Him, putting forth persevering efforts to cultivate right habits. We are to add grace to
grace; and as we work on the plan of addition, God works for us on the plan of multiplica-
tion. OurSaviouris always ready to hearand answer the prayer of the contrite heart, and
grace and peace are multiplied to His faithful ones. Gladly He grants us the blessings we
needinourstruggle againstthe evils that beset us.

JohnandJudas arerepresentatives of those who profess to be Christ's followers. Both
these disciples had the same opportunities to study and follow the divine Pattern. Both
were closely associated with Jesus and were privileged to listen to His teaching. Each
possessed serious defects of character; and each had access to the divine grace that
transforms character. But while one in humility was learning of Jesus, the other revealed
that he was not a doer of the Word, but a hearer only. One, daily dying to self and over-
coming sin, was sanctified through the truth; the other, resisting the transforming
power of grace and indulging selfish desires, was broughtinto bondage to Satan.

Such transformation of characterasis seenin the life of Johnis the sure result of com-
munion with Christ. There may be marked defects in the character of any one of us, yet
when we become atrue disciple of Christ, the power of divine grace transforms and sanc-
tifies us. Beholding asina glassthe glory of the Lord, we are changed from glory to glory,
until we are like Him whom we adore, because we have spent time getting to know our
Saviour.

God can be honoured by those who profess to believe in Him, only as they are con-
formed to His image and controlled by His Spirit. Then, as witnesses for the Saviour, all
may make known what divine grace has done forthem.

“Whereby are given unto us exceeding great and precious promises: that by these ye
might be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the
world through lust.” —z2Petera:

What beauty of character shone forth in the daily life of Christ! He is to be our pattern.
There is a great work to be done in fashioning our character after the divine similitude.
The grace of Christ must mold our entire being, and its triumph will not be complete until
the heavenly universe shall witness habitual tenderness of feeling, Christlike love, and
holy deedsinthe deportmentinthe children of God.

Each one of us must obtain an experience for ourselves. No one can depend for salva-
tion on the experience or practice of any other person. We must each become
acquainted with Christ in order properly to represent Him to the world. “His divine
power hath given unto us all things that pertain unto life and godliness, through the
knowledge of himthat hath called us to glory and virtue” —zpetera:3

None of us should excuse our hasty temper, our misshapen characters, our selfish-
ness, our envy, our jealousy, or any impurity of soul, body, or spirit. We must learn of
Christ. We must know what He is to those He has ransomed. We must realise that
through beliefin Himitis our privilege to be partakers of the divine nature, and so escape
the corruption that is in the world through lust. Then we are cleansed from all sin, all
defects of character. We need not retain one sinful propensity.

"It takes time to
transform the
human to the
divine, or to
degrade those
formed in the
image of God to
the brutal or the
satanic. By
beholding we
become
changed...
Constant war
against the
carnal mind
must be

maintained.”

—The Adventist Home, p. 330
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"He that is
unjust, let him
be unjust still:
and he which is
filthy, let him be
filthy still; and
he that is
righteous, let
him be
righteous still:
and he that is
holy, let him be
holy still”

—Revelation 22:11

Those are very powerful words. If we need not retain one sinful propensity, that
means atotal eradication of sinin our lives—total!

As we partake of the divine nature, hereditary and cultivated tendencies to wrong are
cut away from our character, and we are made a living power for good. Ever learning of
the divine Teacher, daily partaking of His nature, we cooperate with God in overcoming
Satan's temptations. We do not and cannot sit passively and let the world float by, as if
we have nothingto do.The work that Jesus does in us, He justifies us when we give our all
to Him, but then we have a work to do as well through the sanctifying process and expe-
rience.

God works, and man works, that man may be one with Christ as Christis one with God.
Then we sit together with Christ in heavenly places. The mind rests with peace and
assurance inJesus. In Him there is inexhaustible fullness. God has given us every facility,
every grace. He has provided the riches of heaven's treasure, and it is our privilege to
draw continually fromthis capital.

While Probation Lasts

The life we have, especially in the countries where Protestantism has had sway, we
take so much for granted. We have the wonderful lives we do, because or fore-fathers
fought foritand we ride on the back of those lives of sacrifice. But let us remember that
allthe good we enjoy comes because of the mercy and grace of God. He is the great and
bountiful Giver. Itis His love thatis manifest to all humanity in the abundant provision He
has made for us. It is Him who has given us probationary time in which to form charac-
tersforthe courtsabove.

All of us who have a knowledge of the message of salvation, believe without a doubt
that Christ is soon coming. This is not a fable to us; it is a reality.... When He comes He is
not to cleanse us of our sins, to remove from us the defects in our characters, or to cure
us of the infirmities of our tempers and dispositions. If we are gifted with the joy of sal-
vation, the work of total overcoming and perfection character will all be accomplished
well before thattime.

When the Lord comes, those who are holy will be holy still. Those who have reserved
their bodies and spirits in holiness, in sanctification and honour, will then receive the fin-
ishing touch of immortality. But those who are unjust, unsanctified, and filthy will
remain so forever. No work will then be done for them to remove their defects and give
them holy characters. The Refiner does not then sit to pursue His refining process and
remove their sins and their corruption. This is all to be done in these hours of probation.
Please realise the seriousness of the hours in which we live. It is now that this work of
cleansing of sinisto be accomplishedin us.

During probationary time in which we now live, the grace of God is offered to every
soul. The door of mercy is still open. But if men waste their opportunities in pleasing
themselves, they will cut themselves off from everlasting life. No post-probation will be
granted to anyone. By their own choice there will be an impassable gulf between them
andtheirGod. When thatdoor of mercy shall shut, it will be too late.

Most of us will be very familiar with Matthew 25 in the parable of the ten virgins.
“Then shall the kingdom of heaven be likened unto ten virgins, which took their lamps,
and went forth to meet the bridegroom. And five of them were wise, and five were fool-
ish. They that were foolish took their lamps, and took no oil with them: But the wise took
oilintheirvesselswith theirlamps. While the bridegroom tarried, they all slumbered and
slept. And at midnight there was a cry made, Behold, the bridegroom cometh; go ye out
to meet him.Then all those virgins arose, and trimmed their lamps. And the foolish said
unto the wise, Give us of your oil; for ourlamps are gone out. But the wise answered, say-
ing, Not so; lest there be not enough for us and you: but go ye rather to them that sell,
and buy foryourselves. And while they went to buy, the bridegroom came; and they that
were ready wentin with himtothe marriage: and the doorwas shut.” —Matthew 25:1-10



Many are deceiving themselves by thinking that the character will be transformed at
the coming of Christ, but there will be no conversion of heart at His appearing. No, the
door will be shut. Jesus goes on to say in the parable that when the door is shut, those
who cometoHim, He doesn’t know.

Ourdefects of character must here be repented of, and through the grace of Christ we
must overcome them while probation's door is still open. None of us know when that
door shall close. None of us know just how long we have before we close our eyes in
death —and that is the close of our probation. But right now, today, this is the place for
fitting up forthe family above.

Christ’s Example For Us

Inclosing, let’s take alook at the example of Christ’s character. The Majesty of heaven,
the King of glory, became a babe in Bethlehem, and for a time represented the helpless
infantin its mother’s care. In childhood He spoke and acted as a child, honouring His par-
ents, and carrying out their wishes in helpful ways. But from the first dawning of intelli-
gence He was constantly growingingrace andin a knowledge of truth.

Parents and teachers should aim so to cultivate the tendencies of the youth that at
each stage of life they may represent the beauty appropriate to that period, unfolding
naturally, asdothe plantsinthe garden.

As a child Jesus manifested a peculiar loveliness of disposition. His willing hands were
ever ready to serve others. He manifested a patience that nothing could disturb, and a
truthfulness that would never sacrifice integrity. In principle firm as a rock, His life
revealed the grace of unselfish courtesy. Oh that all children would exhibit those attrib-
utes, what a different world we would see. *With such an army of workers as our youth,
rightly trained, might furnish, how soon the message of a crucified, risen, and soon-
coming Saviour might be carried to the whole world!” —Education, p.271

With deep earnestness the mother of Jesus watched the unfolding of His powers, and
beheld the impress of perfection upon His character. With delight she sought to encour-
age that bright, receptive mind. Through the Holy Spirit she received wisdom to co-
operate with the heavenly agencies in the development of this child, who could claim
only God as His Father...

From her lips and from the scrolls of the prophets, He learned of heavenly things. The
very words which He Himself had spoken to Moses for Israel He was now taught at His
mother’s knee.... And spread out before Him was the great library of God’s created
works. He who had made all things studied the lessons which His own hand had written
inearthandseaandsky...

That is hard for us to comprehend. He actually studied as a child the wonders of
nature, of which He had created Himself. He left behind all of His creative power and
became as one of us, to be our example of Godliness, heavenly perfection and sinless-
ness; He leftitall behind forus-everyone of us.

Heavenly beings were His attendants, and the culture of holy thoughts and
communings was His. From the first dawning of intelligence He was constantly growing
inspiritual grace and knowledge of truth. Oh, if only we could be like Him in every way.

But here are some very powerful words for us to comprehend. Every child may gain
knowledge as Jesus did. As we try to become acquainted with our heavenly Father
through His Word, angels will draw near, our minds will be strengthened, our characters
will be elevated and refined. We shall become more like our Saviour.

Probation is almost ended, friends. Get ready! Get ready! | must work the works of
himthatsentme, whileitis day: the night cometh, whennoman canwork.” —iohng:4
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"And while they
went to buy, the
bridegroom
came; and they
that were ready
went in with him
to the marriage:
and the door was
shut.

Afterward came
also the other
virgins, saying,
Lord, Lord, open

to us.
But he answered

and said, Verily |

say unto you, |

know you not.”

— Matthew 25:11,12




e. .9

Il]é'oflet

In Brief

Spirit of Prophecy

God'’s Love
for You

This beautiful 96 page book
lets you dwell upon its
carefully selected excerpts
from Ellen G White's Steps to
Christ, Christ’s Object
Lessons, and The Desire of
Ages with delight, reminding
you that God's love for us is
evident all around—in the
Creation that surrounds us
and through the Scripture
that inspires us.

God pursues us as a shepherd
searching for a lost sheep and
forgives us as a parent for his
prodigal child.

This engaging compilation of
insightful writings will help

you to take a long look at the
cross on Calvary.

Perfect for your own
devotion, or as a gift in this
coming season.
Softback
$28.00 +p&p

M In the Office

Approximately $200,000 worth of new stock has arrived or is arriving soon. This
includes a new shipment of Blue Bibles and also a wide variety of books, Bibles,
health material and outreach resources. This large out-going has made funds tight
for a while but our aim is not to pile up items but get the resources out to many
people who can be blessed by them.
"l am also pleased at the increased demand for our publications. I long to see the light of
truth going forth as a lamp that burneth. Let the truth be taught in plain, simple language.
Let the publications be multiplied and scattered as the leaves of autumn.” Lt 374, 1907

Video Production: Over the past two months we
have released 8 broadcast-edited messages by
Paul Klix on practical topics of salvation,
Christian experience and country living. From the
beginning of October we have started releasinga §
new Series called Treasures of Truth. This is a
series of shorter videos based on a reading of
Christ’s Object Lessons and the parables of Jesus.

Every Friday a new video is added. You can find and subscribe to ourYouTube channel
here: www.youtube.com/autumnleavesnz

B Events

England: Doug and Angela responded to a call to England
during June to August. They were able to assist with various
projects including a small church plant, supporting workers.

A large portion of their time was spent assisting the
development of an outreach project in Lutterworth. A
building in the centre of the town, originally built in the
1500s, has been purchased by a local to set up a health food
shop, a vegetarian restaurant, cafe, and treatment rooms. There was practical and
planning aspects as well as connecting with various people in the community.
Sabbaths were very involved with sharing studies, lessons and many messages,
including a five part outreach programme and sharing hundreds of books.

They were also able to collaborate with some of suppliers in the UK and meet and
reconnect with people in England, Wales and Scotland. While also being able to visit
some amazing historical churches and sites.

Although England sent out many missionaries over the years, the work there is
struggling with the country being so secular. If you have an interest in reaching out to
the English people, contact us.

. Friday Night Live: We had our last Friday Night
1 Live on August 29. This simple ministry has
proven to be a blessing to many people as we
join together online to sing and connect for a
couple of hours. Don't miss the next Friday
Night Live on 28 November. Put it in your
calendar now!

m Mh.arrnLHu«._l{-‘ﬂ

Summer Camp: Bookings are now open for our January Summer family camp in
Rotorua area. We have a great selection of speakers and are looking forward to
fellowshipping together as we learn. Find details on the back page of this newsletter.

South Island Convention: The same speakers will also be attending the convention
in Christchurch. We have new location for this in Redwood in the northern part of the
city. See details for this event on back page and we look forward to seeing you there!



M Projects

Blue Bible Project: The first part of the Blue
Bible project is complete. All of the 11664 Bibles
in the first shipment have scattered like the
leaves of autumn throughout the country and
around the world. These Bibles, with added
studies and other resources, have proved
popular with study groups, prison ministries,
food banks, outreach projects and individual
use. We managed to raise $50,000 to subsidise
these Bibles so many more could be distributed.
From arrival to all being sent out was g months.

A new printing with a few improvements has been completed and at present
another full shipping container load (12800 Bibles) is on the water coming to New
Zealand. We expect it to arrive late October. (You can look up and follow the
progress of the ship Kota Lestari online). Bulk shipments are also going to Australia,
the United States, England and Ireland.

After selling the emptied shipping container
plus some early donations, we already have
over $4300 toward raising another $50,000 to
subsidise bulk purchases from the new
shipment.

Prices for these amazing Bibles will be $15
each, $10 for 5+, $6.50 each by the box of 20
and $5.00 each when ordering 8 boxes or
more. There are 32 boxes per pallet. Contact us
to discuss your potential order or project.

Funding Progress

First shipment

OOVM,’PL@ted‘- Raised so far: $50,000

Second shipment Raised so far: $4,312.69

$45,687 £0 VALS

Building Project: We have just reached five years since we moved into the new
ministry building and we are thankful each day for the progress this has allowed and
the many new connections made! We are currently getting a new digital road-side
sign made. This was part of the original plan but with the technology we wanted then
being new and price instability due to chip
shortages following covid we halted the
project but now have been able to progress.
In the meantime a generous donor has
covered the large cost of this project which
will be an outreach project in itself. It will
have two screens where we can have
changeable messages that we can use to
communicate with the tens of thousands of
cars that drive by each day.

Further financial progress has been made to cover the remaining costs for the
building project. Thank you to those who have given.

1 Raised so f;
Funding Progress $63.2R 10 Yﬂbsi%a;
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Devotional

The
Bridegroom
Is Coming

It would be well for us to
spend a thoughtful hour each
day in contemplation of the
life of Christ.” —Ellen G.
White, The Desire of Ages

With the time of the end at
the door, are you ready for
the eternity to come? You can
be when you behold the life
and character of Jesus Christ,
the Lamb of God and Savior
of the world.

Based on the classic work The
Desire of Ages by Ellen G.
White, The Bridegroom Is
Coming features 366
devotionals, each one
designed to help you
prayerfully and worshipfully
behold Jesus so that you can
become more like Him in
heart, mind, and spirit.

Hardback
$34.00 +p&p
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e ye Summer Camps

therefore
perfect, even

as your Father god /4
which is in
heaven is AI T H F
perfect.”
— Matthew 5:48

DaV|d Gates Rob McCIlntock Joshua White Mark Turnbull
WE LOOK FORWARD TO A REWARDING & SPIRITUAL TIME TOGETHER.

You can register for these events at: www.autumnleaves.co.nz/events

North Island Camp

January 13-18, 2026

Lakeview Bible Camp, 359 Hamurana Road, Rotorua

HoEES

Shop Online

Visit our online shop for over 1000
items. This is an easy and effective
way to buy or donate.

South Island Convention
January 22-25, 2026

Categories include: Bibles, Study
Aids, Bible Teachings, Stories,
Nature and Science, Spirit of
Prophecy, Family, Homeschooling,
Children, Health, Media, Outreach,
Foreign Languages, Donations and
Second Hand items.

www.autumn Ieaves.co.nz/evenis

This newsletter is also available
electronically and online.

Find us online!

www.autumnleaves.co.nz/shop
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The Leaflet is the newsletter of

Find us on social media
www.facebook.com/autumnleavesnz
www.youtube.com/autumnleavesnz

Autumn Leaves Nz Ltd

"¢ 4. PO Box 654
)z ~Rangiora 7440 Bank accounts:

New Zealand NZ 01 0877 0014329 00
28 Southbrook Road, Rangiora 7440 AUST BSB 014507 ACCNT 4865 93335

office@autumnleaves.co.nz Payments & donations can also

Autumn Leaves NZ Limited, a
registered charitable company,
with the purpose of scattering
God’s message of truth like the
leaves of autumn.

Phone 03 313 7762
(from overseas) +64 3 313 7762

www.autumnleaves.co.nz

be made via credit card.

Donations are tax deductible in New Zealand.
We appreciate the contributions given which enable this
charity to continue to serve you and the community.
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